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Thompson’s List of “Half Castes” in the Northern Territory, 1899-1900

In late 1899 Police Inspector Paul Foelsche gave
instructions to Mounted Constable George H.
Thompson to “report on the conditions of Aborigines
and their relations to other nations” (GOVERNMENT
RESIDENT OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY, NTRS 790,
Inwards correspondence, 1870-1912, Bundle 10441, page
4).

Thompson was asked to ascertain the names of all
non-Aboriginal persons who were cohabiting with
Aboriginal women, with special note taken of cases
where such females appeared to be children. He was
also to compile a list of all half caste children,
comprising their names, gender, approximate age,
name of mother, mother’s tribe and reported father.

Mounted Constable 3 Class George H Thompson,
accompanied by Police Tracker Paddy and with
several horses, commenced his survey in Pine Creek
on October 18" 1899, visiting mining camps and other
settlements situated between Katherine and Darwin.
The task was completed on January 9™ 1900.

The list, daily journal and the correspondence between
Thompson and Foelsche is included in a report from
Foelsche to the Government Resident Hon Justice
Dashwood on 7™ April 1900. This is filed with the
inwards  correspondence of the Government
Resident’s Office. In our list of holdings it appears as
Government Resident of the Northern Territory, NTRS
790, Inwards correspondence, 1870-1912. A microfilm
copy of the Inwards Correspondence is also available.

The following pages are a typescript of the list which
was compiled by Mounted Constable George H.
Thompson. A copy of the original list follows at the
end.

This typescript is an exact copy of the original. The
spelling of people’s names, tribes and locations may
differ from current conventional use. If comments have
been added to allow clarification they are in square
brackets [ ].
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Northern Territory Archives Service, NTRS 790, Government Resident of the Northern Territory, Inwards Correspondence, 1870-1912, Bundle 10441

Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s Reported Father’s Remarks
Name Tribe Name
Katherine
Binney Female | 16 years | Minagilly | Woramonga | Not known. Half Cast Binney is employed by Mrs Henderson at the
(native (dead) Supposed to be a Telegraph Station. She is thoroughly domesticated,
name Chinaman — was proficient in household duties, well fed, clothed and
Minbinny) cook a the Powell looked after. She has every appearance of being a half
Creek Telegraph cast Chinese girl.
Station
Sam Male 9years | Annie Katherine Sam Croacker Half cast Sam Croacker is employed by Mr T Pearce,
Croacker (European) publican of the Katherine. He works about the place, is
a good horse man & very useful, well fed, clothed &
looked after.
Lucy Female |5years | Mary Robinson Maclntyre (European) | Half cast Lucy is employed by Mrs Kingston as a
River domestic servant & is getting very useful about the
house, well fed, clothed & looked after.
Half cast at | Male 9 years |Jennie Millican Supposed to be a This half cast is a well grown boy & is living in the
Katherine in Chinaman blacks’ camp at the Katherine River. He has every
the blacks appearance of being a half cast Chinese.
camp
No name
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Name

Sex

Age

Mother’s
Name

Mother’s
Tribe

Reported Father’s
Name

Remarks

Wandi

Joe

Male

6 years

Fannie
(Half
Cast)

Marha

J Wallace

Half Cast Joe is a well grown boy, appears to be well
fed, clothed & looked after. Before the Daly River
mission Station closed his father IJ Wallace offered the
boy to Father O’Brien, Wallace said he would not object
to him being educated, but would object to him being
placed under the care of some people. If the children
where sent to be educated, he would send the mother
back to her own Country.

Victoria

Female

18
months

As above

As above

As above

Victoria is a perfectly white child, with very fair hair, well
grown for her age, appears to be well fed, clothed &
looked after. Her father J Wallace also offered Victoria
to Father O’Brien just before the Daly Mission closed,
Wallace would not object to her being educated, but
would object to her being placed with some people. If
the children where sent to be educated he would send
the mother back to her own Country.

{Darwin
Richardson
Moore}

Male

22
years

Malabar

Belongs to
Melville
Island

Thomas Richardson
Moore

This half cast boy is living with his mother at T Sayles
camp 10 miles from Wandi. Is fairly well grown for his
age, appears to be fairly well fed, but not much clothing.
The mother is a prostitute for the camp.
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Name

Sex

Age

Mother’s
Name

Mother’s
Tribe

Reported Father’s
Name

Remarks

Pine Creek

Nellie

Female

15 years

Polly
(dead)

Agagowilla

Andy Hunter

Half cast Nellie is a servant for Mr Schunke of the
Playford Hotel. She is well fed & clothed. But | have no
hesitation in saying that she is an arrant prostitute, and
the temptation is very great for her while living at an
hotel. Most of the Bushmen boarding at the Hotel at
different times tell it openly, that they have connections
with her. She has been known to follow a man (whose
name is known) into the W.C. & catch him by the
private parts.

Nada

Female

2 Ve
years

Lucarnis

As above

Jim Brown

Half cast Nada is well grown for her age. Her mother
works for Mr Schunke. She has no clothes, but appears
to be well fed, she lives with her mother in the blacks
camp.

Sovereign

Male

5 years

As above

As above

W Ashton, or A
Pybus

Half cast Sovereign is a well grown boy. Lives with his
mother who works for Mr Schunke of the Playford
Hotel. He appears to be well fed & clothed. Lives with
blacks in the camp.
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Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s Reported Father’s Remarks
Name Tribe Name

Extended

Union

Nellie Female | 18 years | Maggie Woolwonga | Manuel, a Mexican Half cast Nellie lives with Mr H Roberts of Extended

(native Not known Union, she has been adopted by him since a child of 8

name years old. | did not see her, as she was kept out of

Badewell) sight, so | cannot say whether she is, or appears to be
well fed, or clothed. Mr Roberts says she is very useful
about the House.

Burrundie

Jimmey Male 6 2 Polly Youcall R Stoth These two Half Casts Jimmey & Harry are well grown

years (Roper boys, & live with Mr C Stott at the Burrundie Police
River) Station. Mr C Stott denied being the father of them &

requested me not to put him down as such. The eldest
boy Jimmey is being educated with Mr Cain’s (District
Foreman of Burrundie) children. They are well fed,
clothed & looked after.

Harry Male 3 As above | As above As above [See notes above.]

years
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Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s Reported Father’s | Remarks
Name Tribe Name
Burrundie
Emanuel Male 26 years | Mary Ann | Adelaide Not known, Half Cast Emanuel is employed by [no name written]
River supposed to be of Burrundie, he appears to be well fed, clothed &
American Black looked after.
Woolwonga
May Female 6 or7 Jennie Woolwonga | Lindsay Crawford Half Cast May is a well grown girl & is living with her
years mother in the blacks camp at Woolwonga. Her
mother will not part with her, she mixes up a great
deal with the Chinamen & has only a narga on.
Brocks
Creek
Lizzie Wood | Female 13 12 Not Wyndham | Supposed to be J Half Cast Lizzie is well grown & a native of Western
years known or Halls Webb Australia, is employed by Mrs WJ Byrne of Brocks
belongs Creek WA Creek as a nurse girl — she appears to be well fed,
to clothed & looked after.
Wyndham
WA
Voilet Female 18 years | Algunda | Woolnah Supposed to be Half cast Voilet is employed by Mrs N Campbell of
Malay named Brocks Creek, & is very efficient in household duties,
George she is well fed, clothed, looked after.
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Northern Territory Archives Service, NTRS 790, Government Resident of the Northern Territory,

Inwards Correspondence, 1870-1912, Bundle 10441

Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s | Reported Father’s | Remarks
Name Tribe Name
Burrundie
Nora Female 17 Maggie Joe Beckwith Half cast Nora is supposed to live with M Boyce
years (Railway Ganger) Lady Alice cottages.
Cosmopolitan
Howley
(Native name) | Female 6 years | Jennie Daly River | Supposed to be a Half cast Conbukla is not well grown, she is living
Conbukla Chinaman in the blacks camp at the Howley-Cosmopolitan,
does not appear to be well fed, & has no clothes.
Lottie (Native | Female 9 years | Jennie Adelaide Not known, Half cast Lottie is living with the blacks at the
name Gibitor) River supposed to be a Howley Cosmopolitan. She is well grown, but does
white man who not appear to be well fed & has no clothes.
worked at the
copperfields in the
early days
Cadell Male 4t05 Jennie Agagowilla | Isaac Daniels Half cast Cadell is living with the blacks at the
years Howley Cosmopolitan. He is not well grown, does
not appear to be well fed, & has no clothes.
Howley
Siding
Dalhousie Male 4 years | Mary Burrundie | W McLellan Half cast Dalhousie is with his mother, who is living
Ann with Mr McLellan (Ganger) at the Howley. Appears
to be well grown, but has little or no clothes.
Annie Female 11 Annie Larrakia Louis, a Frenchman | [no notes]
years (dead)
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Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s Reported Father’s Remarks
Name Tribe Name
Rum
Jungle
Admiral Male 6 years | Lucy Victoria T Nelson Half cast Admiral is with his mother who lives with T
River Nelson (ganger) of Rum Jungle. He is well grown, well
fed & clothed.
Jessie Female |6 years | Nellie Adelaide J Gager O.T. man Half cast Jessie is living with the blacks at Rum Jungle.
River Netknown-suppesed | Does not appear to be well fed or clothed.
to be European
(Small half- | Female |12 Minnie Adelaide T Flynn Half cast with no name is living with its mother in the
castin months River blacks camp at Rum Jungle, she does not appear to be
arms) well fed or clothed.
Glencoe Female | 10 years | Judy Woolwonga | Jim Turner In Blacks Camp.
Jack Male 4 years | Maudy Woolwonga | Larry
Railway Man
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Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s | Reported Father’s Remarks
Name Tribe Name

Palmerston

Small Half Male 2 years | Annie Bowley H Parker This Half Cast is living with its mother, with the blacks

Cast (No who are camped at the Residency, does not appear to

name) be well fed & has no clothes.

Lilly Female 14 years | Minnie South Port | G McKeddie Half Cast Lilly is living with a Manila man named
Antonio at the old ice house on the beach, she
appears to be well fed & clothed; for further particulars
see report.

Jack Male 7 years | Maggie | South Port | G McKeddie Half Cast Jack lives with the blacks on PR Allen’s
premises, he is poorly grown, appears to be well fed &
a fair amount of clothing

Bin Bin Female 9or10 Ada Larakeer Not known Half Cast Bin Bin is living with the blacks at

(Native years (dead) Palmerston, she does not appear to be well fed or

name) clothed.

Alice Female 7 years | Gentle Larakeer | Not known Half Cast Alice is living with her mother in the blacks

Annie camp at Palmerston, she is very poorly grown &

appears to have very little food or clothes.
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Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s Reported Father’s Remarks
Name Tribe Name
Palmerston
Willie Male 13 to 14 | Nellie Larakeer Shepherd or Dr Half Cast Willie is employed by Mrs Herbert, he
years Morris appears to be well fed & clothed.
Topsey Female 3years | Mary Larakeer G Hedley Half Cast Topsey is living with her mother with the
Anne Blacks at PR Allen’s, she appears to be well fed but
very little clothes.
Lucy Female 6 years | Kittie Woolna P Green Half Cast Lucy is living with the Blacks at Palmerston.
Kittie Female 16 years | Jennie Woolwonga | RW Thomson Half Cast Kittie is living with Inspector Foelshe under
(dead) agreement from the Protector of Aborigines, she
appears to be well fed, clothed, & looked after.
Lucy Female 14 years | Mrs Woolna Moses Littlefield Half Cast Lucy is living with the Blacks at Palmerston,
Birketh she does not appear to be well fed nor clothed.
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Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s Reported Father’s Remarks
Name Tribe Name
Palmerston
Fanny Female 12 years | Turkey Borroloola | EA Chapman Half Cast Fanny is living with Mrs Peth at the School
(dead) House Palmerston, she appears to be well fed &
clothed.
Lucy Female 12 years | Mary Woolna W Warman Half Cast Lucy is living with Mrs Barnett at the 2 1%
mile, she appears to be well fed & clothed.
Blanche Female 5years | As above | As above | As above Half Cast Blanche has been sent out in the bush with
the blacks.
Nora Female 14 years | Not (Supposed) | Not known Half Cast Nora lives with Mrs J Laurie at the ES & A
known Victoria Bank, Palmerston. She appears to be well fed &
River clothed.
Polly Female 14 years | Annie Aguagilla Jack Rennie Living with Mrs Holtze as nurse girl.
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Northern Territory Archives Service, NTRS 790, Government Resident of the Northern Territory, Inwards Correspondence, 1870-1912, Bundle 10441

Name Sex Age Mother’s | Mother’s Reported Father’'s | Remarks
Name Tribe Name
Eureka
No name Male 18 Maudey Woolna J Vomard Half cast with no name is living with blacks in the
months camp at Eureka, appears to be poorly fed & clothed.
Wandi
Tommy Male 6 years | Nellie Agagowilla J Gilroy Half cast Tommy Dod is kept by T Harvey, miner, of
Dod (dead) Wandi, is not allowed to go to blacks camp, appears
to be well fed, but not well clothed.
Union
Lizzie Female 3 years | Josephine | Burketown G Coles Half cast Lizzie is living with her mother in the
(Queensland) black’s camp at the Union, appears to be poorly fed
& clothed.
Annie Female 4 years | Judy Eureka P Heyden (dead) Half cast Annie is living with the black in the camp at
(dead) Union, appears to be poorly fed & clothed.
Larry Olsen | Male 6 years | Maudy Woolwonga | Larry Olsen Half cast Larry Olsen is living with his mother in the
black’s camp at the Union, appears to be poorly fed
& clothed.
Stanley Male 5years | Mary Ann | Woolwonga | S Hosie Half cast Stanley is living with his mother in the

black’s camp at the Union, appears to be poorly fed
& clothed.
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